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I.—Notes on the Shuswap -People of British Columbia.

By GrorgE M. Dawson, LL.D., F.R.S., Assistant Director Geological Survey of Cunada.

(Read May 27, 1891.)

The notes and observations here presented have been made at different times by
the writer, while engaged in geological work in the southern inland portion of British
Columbia, during the years 1877, 1888, 1889 and 1890. The work in hand did not
admit of any special or systematic study of the Indians, but almost constant association
with these people naturally afforded numerous opportunities of acquiring information
respecting them, and the circumstances were such as to favour especially the accumula-
‘ tion of local notes and the identification of places. The information thus gathered, is

here presented explicitly and for the most part without comment or attempt at explana-

tion or correlation. The writer ventures to hope that this record of observations may be
accepted as a useful contribution to the knowledge of the ethnology of the region, and as
one which may be of service in future investigations, though in itself posgbssed of nohigh
scientific value. ,

It will be understood that these notes make no pretence to completeness, and that
while some matters are referred to at considerable length, other aspects of the life of the
people, upon which it has happened that nothing of apparent value was obtained, are
passed over in silence.

It must further be mentioned that Dr. Franz Boas, who has for some years been

' Canada, has recently prepared a short report on the Shuswaps. This is embodied in the
sixth report of the Committee (pp. 80-95), lately printed, and some subjects fully dealt
with therein are here altogether omitted. Neither is any attempt here made to deal with
: the language, in its several dialects. A vocabulary of the Sta’-tlam-ooh or Lillooet has
- ‘already been published in the “Composition Vocabularies of the Indian Tribes of British

Columbia ” (1884), by the writer and the late Dr. Tolmie, while. short vocabularies, with

engaged in the investigation of the ethnology of British Columbia, for the Con;mittee of
the British Association for the Advancement of Science on the Northwestern Tribes of

some notes on the grammar, are given by Dr. Boas in the work above cited, and it is
understood that the same anthor is engaged in a further study of this and allied languages.

The latter part of the present paper consists of a list of place-names in the Shuswap

country. The positions of most of these places have been accurately identified on the

- ground, while the names themselves have been obtained from Indians with local knowledge

' and employed from time to time as gunides or in other capacities. The maps at present in
existence are, however, so inexact in detail, that it is often difficult to clearly lo¢alize on
them the points to which the names apply. This difficulty will be removed for a certain
part of the region on the publication of the Kamloops sheet of the geological map, now in
the hands of the engraver. The names of places occurring within the area of this map are
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4 GEORGE M. DAWSON ON THE

therefore separately catalogued, in such a way as to be easily identified on it. Places
beyond the limits of the map in question, are so described as to enable them to be Tecog-
nized either on exlstmg maps or on the ground.

The meanings glven for the Indian names of places are snch as I was able to obtain, _
but may not in all cases be accurate. In many instances the Indians themselves do not . *
‘know what’ the names mean, and in others it was found difficult to understand the
explanations given by them.

I am indebted to Mr. J. W.Mackay, Indian agent at Kamloops, for several interesting
contributions, which will be found embodied in the following pages ; also for his courtesy
in replying to many questions which have occurred in the course of the preparation of
the matter for this paper.

The orthography here employed in rendermg the native names, is identical with that
previously adopted by the writer in his “Notes and Observations on the Kwakiool '
People” (‘ Trans. Royal Soc. Can.,” vol-v) and in other papers.

The name Shuswap, the usual anglicised form of Shoo-whii-pa-mooh,! that of a tr1bal
division, is in this paper employed to designate all the Salish people of the southern
inland portion of British Columbia, bounded on the east by the Kootenuha, on the north
by the Tinneh, and westward by various tribes of the Lower Fraser and -coast. It is

. inconvenient to designate the people collectively as the Salish of British Columbla, as'the
. Salish affinities of several tribes on the side of the coastshave now been clearly shown.

TRIBAL SUBDIVISIONS.

-

—

K3

The name of the Shuswaps for themselves, or for Indians in general as distinguished
from other peoples, is Koo'-li-mooh, “the people,” or, perhaps more strictly, “ mankind.”
They are divided into numerous village-communities, of which a number, though by no
means a complete list, is given on a later page. The existence of many small dependent
villages or hamlets with names of their own, renders it very difficult to make a satisfac-
tory enumeration of the numerous septs. Superior to these, however, five principal divi-
sions, depending on_differences of dialect, and recognized as such by the natives them-
selwes, exist among the people of Salish stock in British Colambia. These are given
below, together with some notes on the limits of each, which, however, are to be regarded
merely as in further explanation of the map upon which the boundaries are drawn.
These boundaries nearly correspond with those given by Dr. Boas on the map accompany-
ing his report, but the scale of that map is too small and the geographical features too inde-
terminate to enable the sub-divisions to be shown with precision. On the earlier map
which acoompanles the “ Comparative Vocabularies of the Indian Tribes of British Col- .
-umbia” no attempt was made to show the precise lines of division. °

1. Shoo-whd'-pa-mook (Si'-Quapmaq, Boas; Se-huapm-uh, Mackay.) These are the
Shuswaps proper, from whom the name here applied to the group of related tribes is

P F gt
g

! Sushuap, as written by Mr. Mackay, is, as he urges, no doubt Aearer to the true pronunciation. . Shushwap
as employed by Dr. Boas in tke heading of his article above cited, is yet another variant. As, however, none of
these forms can lay claim to accuracy, and the name is here employed merely as a general designation, I do tot
feel j\uhﬂed in’ adding to the’confasion which already exists in the matter by cha.ngu:g the orthography long
established on the mapa.
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SHUSWAP PEOPLE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 8

derived. The people of this tribe and ’speaking an identical dialect, possess the largest 1
territory, which includes the Shuswap Lakés and Adams Lake, the valleys of the South : 1
and North Thompson Rivers, and nominally extends northward to Quesnel Lake, though ’ :
g so few Indians inhabit or hunt in that region that it is difficult there to fix the limit
* exactly. The furtyest northern point on the Fraser reached by the Shoo-wha’-pa-mooh, v
_ is in the vicinity of Soda Creek; but to the south of the Chilcotin River their country. B
~ éxtends to the west of the Fraser, of which river they claim both sides as far down ;
-as, and includixig, the village of Kwi-kwi-a-kwit’ (Bob's village), situated nine miles
‘below Big Bar Creek. They thus spread westward to the north of the Lillooets, and are |
the only people of the Shuswap tribes whose boundary marches with that of the Tinneh. ©
The country about Clinton and the_xalley éf Hat Creek is part of their territory, including
- the village of Skwat-luh, on Pavilion reek .To the south they are bounded by the '
‘Thompsons and Okanagans. They extedd nearly to Ashcroft on the Thompson River,
but do not include the Stlak! village there, which is Thompson. Eastward, the boundary
runs thence nearly along the watershed between the Nicola and Thompson, but Trout
Lake, at the head of one branch of Guichon Creek,-is claimed by the Shoo-wha’-pa-mooh. .
f‘?ande Prairie l?elongs to the Okanagans, but all the lower part of.the Salmon River, with ‘ {
‘ie Spallumisheen valley nearly as far south as the head of Okanagan Lake, is Shoo-whi'- :
pa-mooh coufitry. . %
A smallisolated band of Shoo whi’-pa-mooh is situated near the head of the Colum-
bia River, ir the midst Kootenaha country, as indicated on the map accompanying
the “ Comparative Vocabd a.ries.” According to notes supplied by Mr. J. W. Mackay, this
band emigrated thither about forty years ago, from the North Thompson; following a
route which reaches.the Columbia near the mouth of Canoe River. The emigrants - i
there made friends with some Stoney Indiags who were in the habit of crossing the
Rocky Mountains by the Howse Pass, for the purpose of taking salmon in the Columbia.
Supported by these allies, the Shoo-whii-pa-mooh colonists were able to hold their own i
till the influx of the whites occurred and prevented further overt-acts against them. : : : ’
The Shoo-whi’-pa-mooh call the Tshilkotin Pis-he’-hun-um ; the Thompsons, according )
to Mr. Mackay, N-ku-tam-euh. Mr. Mackay states that N-ku is the numeral “ one,” tam-euh
or fam-uh means “land,” the compound word thus signifying “one land,” “one other
land,” or the people of another land or country. The Okanagans apply the same name to

>

the Thompson Indians. The Shoo-whi’-pa-mooh name for the Okanagans is Soo-win’-a- ' o '
mooh (Su-a-na-muh, Mackay). English and Canadxan people are named sa-ma. The people : .
of the United States Swi-apni-uh.

2. Std’-tlum-ooh (Stt¥'tlumQ, Boas ; Stlat-limuh, Mackay.) These are the people usually
known as Lillooets. They inhabit a comparatively restricted territory which lies for the
most part to the west of the Fraser River, and, generally speaking, extends westward into
the rugged country of the Coast Ranges as far as the Indians carry their wanderings from'
the side of the Fraser. The dialect spoken by these people differs very markedly from
those of the neighbouring Shuswap tribes. Their boundary on the side of the other
Shuswap trjibes has already been indicated, except to the south, where they meet the
Thompson Indians. In this direction they extend along both sides of ihe Fraser nearly
to Fost6T Bar of the maps, their lowest village here being that named Nes-i-kip, on the
west side of the river. To the west they claim Seton Lake, but, according to my inform-
ant, not Anderson or Lillooet Lakes of the maps. '
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6 GEORGE M. DAWSON ON THE . .
8. N-tla-kd-pe-mooh (Ntlakyd'pamuQ, Boas ; N-kla-kapm-uh, Mackay). These people are

. generally referred to as the Thompson River Indians, or briefly as the *Thompsons.”

' They are bounded to the north by the Lillooets ‘and Shoo-wha’-pa-mooh, as already indi-

' cated, while to the east their b§ndary marches with that of the Okanagans, where they
claim the country to the west and south of Nicola Lake, but not the borders of the lake
itself. They occnpy the entire Similkameen valley nearly to the place named Keremeeos,
but exclusive of that locality, which belongs to the Okanagans. Westward they follow .
the tributaries of the Similkameen to, or approximately to, the watershed between these
and the branches of the Coquihalla. They extend southward on the Fraser to Spuzzam,
and westward in the Coast Ranges as far as the sourges of streams ﬂowmg to the Fraser.

The N-tla-ki-pe-nroon, according'to Mr. Mackay,, cal] the Okanagans Schit-hu-a-ut and
Schit-hu-a-ut-uh. The Indians of the Lower Fraser, who speak various dialects of the
Kawitshin language of the “ Comparative Vocabularies,” again -according to the same
s sntponty, name the N-tla-kd-pe-mooh Somena, or * inland hunters.”
‘| 4. "Oo-ka-na-kane (Okani'ken, Boas; U-ka-nakane, Mackay). These people are gen-
raally known as Okanagans. They inhabit the country to the south and east of the Shoo-
whi'-pe-mooh and N-tla-kd-pe-mooh, mcludmg Okanagan Lake of the maps and its
vicinity. Their principal place or centre was in early days to the south of the interna-
tional boundary, and this place, according to Mr. Mackay, is still known to them by the jame
name as that by whijch they designate themselves Their eastern boundary is somewhat
indefinite, as between Okanagan Lake and the Columbia valley there exists a large tract
of broken wooded country, which was employed only as:a hunting-ground. The Kettle
River valley probably belonged to the Okanagans, but they seldom extended their excur-
sions to the Columbia north of the international boundary. The Oo-ka-na-kane name for
whites generally is Pek-it-sa, from pek, “ white.”

5. The S-na-a-chikst, 8 sept or tribe of the Salish proper, claim the fishing and hunt-
ing grounds along the western Jeg of the Columbia River, including the|Arrow Lakes
and the lower part of the Kootanie River from its mouth to the first fall, which was a
noted fishing place. They now, however, migrate to the north of the iinternational
boundary only in the summer season, their centre and winter quarters bemg in Montana.
Their country thus forms a wedge between that of the Oo-ka-na-kane and Kootenuha.
The S-na.-a;_chlkst being linguistically a subdivision of the Salish proper, of which the -
name hgs been extended to cover a group of linguistically allied people, do not stand
quite in the same rank as the four larger divisions previously enumerated, and wight
‘appropriately be demgnated simply the Salish. = The country occupied by them is -
“included in that of the Oo-ka-na-kane on Dr. Boas map. [ have never met with these
people, and the facts above noted, together with the rendering of the name, are derived from
Mr. Mackay. The same gentleman states that the Pend d'Oreilles (Kullspselm, or “ people
of the flat land ™) and the-Spokanes may equally beclassed as branches of the Salish proper.

The Salish proper, as is well known, were originally designated the “ Flat-heads,” thongh
not in the habit of artificially deforming the cranium. When first discovered by the
Oanadian voyageurs, slaves from tribes of the coast, where the head was usually deformed
were found among them. i .

In conelndxng this general review of the tribal snb-dlnslons of the people here col- <

lecuvely named Shuswaps. it may be of interest to add the following list of names used ’

N
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by several of these tribes and by other allied tribes for themselves as “the people® » or

“mankind.” (See p. 4) This has been drawn up by Mr. J. W. Mackay, whose
orthography is retained : — '

o bt

Tribe. “The People.” _ Tribe. * “The People.” , i

Se-huapm-uh. | Ka-ls-muh. Lower Fraser. Hue-la-muh. i i

- U-ka-nakane. Ske-luh. Songhees. Hue-lang-uh. - . A
N-hla-kapm-uh. Ske-yuh. Clallum. Hue-yaog-uh. ' i

Tnggls):f Yale and } Hum-alah, . | Kaue-chin. Hue-l2-muh.

Skagit. Hum-alub. . B

This alone serves very clearly to show the fundamental identity in language through-
out, and the Salish connections of some of the peoples of the coast.

ViLragEs AND HoUsks.

e g

The construction of the winter dwellings of the Shuswaps, or Keekwilee-houses as they
are generally named in Chinook jargon, has been described in some detail by Dr. Boas in
his paper already cited, and need not therefore here be entered into. As, however, these
primitive and partly subterranean dwellings are now seldom seen, the plan and elevation
of the main framework of a parti¢ularly characteristic one met with in the Nicola valley,
differing somewhat from that illustrated by Dr. Boas, is here presented. - The sketches

* upon which these are based were made by myself and Mr. J. McEvoy in 1889. Upon the
main framework fascines of small sticks and brush are laid radially, and upon these the ]
outer covering of earth is then spread. From the size of the hollows marking the former

‘3
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_ positions of houses of thig kind in éertain parts of the couhtry their diameters in some
" instances have been as much as twenty-five feet. The name of the wmter house in Shoo-
wha’-pa-mooh is kais-is"-ti-kin, in N-tla-ka-pe—mooh si-is’-ti-kin.
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8 GEORGE M. DAWSON ON THE / '

The winter villages represented the permanent centres of the tribal subdivisions, to
which the people gathered during the cold months of each year. The sites of these vil-
lages are still easily recognized, where they have not been converted into plonghed fields
or removed altogether in conseguence of gold mining operations. The localities have evi-
dently in all cases been very carefully chosen, the essentials being a warm southern
exposure as much sheltered as possible from wind, particularly the cold down-river wind
of winter; a dry, sandy or gravelly soil, and convenient access to water. These winter
village sites are, moreover, found only in the lower and larger valleys, and particularly in
those of the Fraser and Thompson rivers and their main tributaries. Traces of single
houses of this kind, or scattered groups of two or three, are occasionally, though rarely,
found in some of the higher and smaller valleys, but nothing that might be named a vil-
lage. The great paucity of the remains of residences of this kind in the Okanagan country
would seem to indicate that the corresponding division of the Shuswaps scarcely used the
Keekwilee-house, but further information on this point is desirable.

Al] the old village sites which were identified on the area of the Kamloops sheet of
the geological map (shortly to be issued) have been clearly marked on it. Outside the
area of this map, the following places were noted as important old village sites :—North
Thompson valley near mouth of Barrisre River; north side of outlet Little Shuswap
Lake; flats near the mouth of Adams River between Great and Little Shuswap Lakes ;
south-west side of outlet of Adams Lake; low promontory where the present village
stands near the lower end of Adams Lake.

The actual villages of the Shuswaps, as might be anticipated, frequently coincide in
position with some of the old sites, but ordinary log-houses are now built.

Temporary summer residences at hunting or fishing places, are'as a rule roughly con-
structed of poles, which are then covered with matting or ronghly wattled with branches.
The size and forms of these are very varied and quite irregular. A semi-permanent dwell-

. ing or ledge of more definite plan is, however, still also occasionally met with. This is
also illustrated and described by Dr. Boas, but as a sketch made by Mr. McEvoy differs
slightly from his and is also more detailed, it is presented here. Where I have seen these
lodges they stand on the open ground without any excavation, and as they have been
found in occupation both in spring and autumn, they can scarcely be classed as distinct-
ively winter lodges, though doubtless used also at this season. In the figure, the brush
work surrounding the nearer end of the lodge is omitted, but it will be understood that

‘-‘,‘,-_?r};fr»,.’ T b

ye

the twO semicircular ends of the lodge, sheltered by brush, constitute the sleeping places, )

ybﬁe the scaffold above serves for drymg provmons or for storing these and other things :
out of reach of the dogs. _ N
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\ The sweat-houses or sweatizig booths of the Shuswaps are identical with those of the
Tinneh, Crees and other peoples. They consist usually of about a dozep thin willow
wands, planted in the ground at both ends. Half of them run at right angles to the other
half, and they are tied together at each intersection. Over these a blanket or skin is usually
spread, but I have also seen them covered with earth. A small heap of hot stones is piled
in the centre, and upon these, after carefully closing the apertures, the occupant®pours
some water. The sweat-house is always situated on the banks of a stream or lake, so that
on issuing therefrom the bather may at once plunge into the cold water.

The permanent marks of old inhabited places met with throughont the Shuswap
country are of the following kinds :— ’ .

Sites of old Keeckwilee-houses, in the form of hollows ten to thirty feet in diameter.
These hollows soon become widely saucer-shaped depressions, and they mark the positions

of old winter houses or winter villages. Old fish-caches.—These are found after the lapse :
of some time ag similar hollows, but deeper and narrower in proportion, being usually '
from three to six feet wide only. As originally made they are cylindrical pits excavated
) in dry ground and lined with bark. Dried salmon is then piled into them, and the whole -~ 4

is covered with bark and earth. Such cAches often occur about the sites of winter villages,
but are also frequently found at a distance from these and grouped around the actual fish-
ing places. Root-baking places.—In baking various roots, more particularly those of the
lily (Litium Columbianum), 8 spot is first cleared and a fire built upon it. When the sar- :
rounding soil has betome sufficiently heated, the roots, enveloped in mats or green herb- , i
age, are laid upon the bed of the fire, and the whole is covered up by piling together the
earth from all sides upon the mass of roots. After the lapse of a sufficient time the roots
.are dag out in a baked or steamed condition, and either at once eaten or dried for future
use. Such root-baking places are usually in the vicinity of root-gathering grounds, and
after some years appear as low cones from fifteen to twenty feet in diameter, with mini-
ature craters in the middle. These might easily be mistaken by an imaginative anti-
quarian for old sacrificial sites, on account of the evident traces of fire which the stones
and earth show. .

To the above it may be added that a little group of fire-scarred stones buried in moss
or other vegetation, and marking the site of an old sweat-house, is often found as an
enduring sign of the spot near which a hunting or fishing camp has been pitched many
years before. . b

Ons of the largest and most important sites of the old winter villages which has been 3
noted is that known as Hut-tsat-tsl, or “cold spring.” This is situated on the north side
of the valley of Kelly Creek, about two miles below. the lake. Just below the old village
site the stream plunges precipitately down to the Fraser River, its lower valley being nearly
impassable. If all the old Keekwilee-houses here indicated by hollows still visible were at 5
any time simultaneously inhabited, the population must have been numerous. It hasbeen
long abandoned, and in and about the sites of the houses large trees of at least one hundred
years of age are growing. The present Indians say that the old people carried their dried o
salmon up from the edge of the river to this winter village by way of the valley of the i
small stream immediately north of Kelly Creek, which is still named Ni-hlip-tow'-us-tum,
or “going over stream,” and on this route are two smaller groups of hollows representing
houses and showing similar signs of. considerable antiquity. The site of Hut-tsat-ts] was

" Bec. IT, 1891. 2
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10 ‘GEORGE M. DAWSON ON THE

an ideal one for a winter residence, being well sheltered, having a southern exposure,
and being amply supplied with wood and water. The neighbourhood must also have
been a good one for hunting deer. g '

L

-

GRBAVES AND BURIAL PrLACES.

 Near all the permanent villages or winter village sites are burial places, and for pur-
poses of burial sand-hills were generally chosen, probably because of the ease with which
graves might be dug in these. The burial places are often on prominent points of terraces
or on low hills overlooking the river, along the main valleys, such as those of the Fraser
and Thompson. Whether such prominent points were chosen on account of their position,
or in how far they were merely selected because of the convenient occurrence of sand-hills,
I do not know, but believe that both these circumstances may haveé co-eperated. No burial
places were notiged, however, on the higher plateaux or in the mountains, near the places
to which the Indians resort for hunting, berry-picking or root-gathenng, and it is probable
that the bodies of those who died in such places were always in old times, as they still
are, carried down to the lower and larger valleys for interment.

A small house-like or tent-like erection was generally made over a grave, a.ud tlns

* was furthermore usually surrounded by a fence or enclosure, while poles with flags or

streamers were also often set up at the grave. Some years ago, carved or painted figures,
generally representing men, were commonly to be found aboutthe graves along the Fraser
and Thompson. The posts of the enclosure were also not infrequently rudely carved
and painted, while kettles and other articles of property were hung about the grave or in
its vicinity. Horses were in some cases killed, and the skins hung near the graves; but
most of these objects have now disappeared, and crosses are very frequently substituted

“for the old carvings.

The most interesting old burial place met with, is that on the point of land between'
the Fraser and Thompson near Lytton. On this.point is a low sand-hill which rests apon
a rocky substratum, and stands probably 100 feet above the rivers. - It is about 150 yards
long and 50 or 60 yards in width, and has been employed throughout its extent for pur-
posés of burial. Near the sand-hill there are traces of an old village site, but whether
this was occupied contemporaneously with the burials it is impossible to say. The strong

up-river winds have fesulted in curtailing the limit of the sand-hill on its southern sideand .

extending it northward, and this process has probably been considerably accelerated dur-
ing the pagt twenty or thirty years by the destruction of the natural vegetation by cattle
and horses. -As a result of: this, trongh-hke hollowx are being worn out and hillocks of
Blown sand formed in new places, and much of the old burying ground has thus now
been completely gutted. The sand-hill has evidently been used for purposes of burial

for a congiderable period, the interments having the' greatest appearance of age being those -

at the southern end,«wlule those at the opposite ex‘l:remlty have a comparntlvely modern
aspect. 3

In 1877, when I first vmlted this place, large mu.mbers of bones and of implements,
etc., were lying about, and the collections then made, including seven moderately perfoct
skulls, are now in the museum of the Geological Survey. It was estimated that at least
several hundred persons must have been buried here., It seemed, from what could then
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be seen, that many or most of the bodies had been buried in the usual upright sitting
posture, though others appeared certainly to have been bent into a sitting posture and

then laid on the side, and a few cases seemed to shew that the bones had been laid closely
together after the disappearance of the softer parts of the body. The implements and

objects found had evidently been placed immediately about the body in each case, and in
some instances numbers of. flakes, scrapers, etc., were lying together in such a manner as
to show that they had been contained in a single package. Yellow and red ochre was
common ‘in some of the graves, and in one instance the head had been thickly govered
with red ochre, which still adhered to the skull. The best and nfost shapeiy implements
found were those associated with bodies buried near the crest of the hill, and, generally
speaking, the older occupants were better provided in this respect than the most recent.
It seemed obvious in all cases, however, that the objects accorded to the dead were rather
intended to represent certain forms of property than to be of actual utility. Thus may
be explained the large proportion of flakes of arrow-stone to the number of arrows, and
the fact that many of the latter were crooked, or from their size and slepder form more
ornamental than useful ; also the occurrence of prettily coloured pebbles, crystals of quartz
and calcite and pieces of mica. Small rod-like pieces of black slate, not unlike though
somewhat thicker than ,ordinary slate-pencils, were moderately common.

Copper, in the form of small beaten sheets or plates, evidently used for purposes of
ornament, was the only metal certainly found in association with the interments, though
a drop-shaped piece of lead may have been 8o associated. No iron implements were
found. A small blue glass bead seemed to belong to one of the later graves. There
thus little or no evidence of traffic with the whites at the time of the burials, and admit-
ting that the objects above mentioned had been obtained in this way, it was conjectured
that the place had been abandoned as a burying ground sbertly after the whites first

. reached the West Coast, and that the older graves considerably antedated this period.

were buried at this pl It is, of course, impossible to affirm definitely that the people
buried here were the &ncestors of those now living in the same region, as most at least of
the burials belong to a time which is practically prehistoric. It is highly probable,
however, that these interments are those of the N-tla-ki-pe-mooh of the last century.

Various small animals appear to have been buried with some of the hodies, and
amongst these the bones of a beaver and the jaw of some animal like & martin were dis-
tinguishable. These, with the occurrence of teeth of bears, perforated for suspension, and
the nature of the weapons, would appear to indicate that the people were rather hunters
than fishermen, though the presence of numerous adzes seems to suggest canoe-making
as an art practised. Shells .of dentalium and perforated scollop shells (Pecten caurinus)
show that trade was carried on with the coast.

The Indians now resitieﬁt Lytton state that they have no knowledge of the people who

Of objects found in these graves besides those ubove referred to, the following may

be mentioned :—Adzes made of wapiti antler, precisely similar to those found in shell
heaps on Vancouver Island ; jade adzes and chips and selvage pieces of jade cut from
adzes during their manufacture ; .antler points and pointed bone awls or bodkins’; stone
skin-scrapers; borers of chert or arrow-stone, and notched edges of the same, probably for
scraping and shaping thongs; pestle-shaped hammers and one oval hammer of granite,
well shaped and with a deep median groove for attachment ; straight pipes made of steat-
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12 GEORGE M. DAWSON ON THE

ite, shaped much like an ordinary cigar-holder and marked with pzitterns in incised lines.
Mr. J. W. Mackay has since also obtained from the same place a small pipe which differs

g in shape from any heretofore seen by me in British Columbia. Of this, though not as
¥ . . that of a characteristic form of pipe, a figure is given. (Fig. 3.)

Fe. 3.

Another burial place which may be noted, is situated on the terraces above the . )

. bridge which crosses the Fraser near Lillooet. This, like the last, is being bared by the : -
blowing away of the sandy soil. No very modern interments appear to have been made
here, but some with which rusted fragments of iron, apparently knives, are associated, are
probably not more than fifty years old. Numerous zoughly made stone arrow-heads,

" together with many flakes and chips, again occur here, in- association with the bones.

Part of a straight steatite pipe, like those from the Lytton graves, was also found. With

o other bodies considerable quantities of dentalium shells had been buried, probably in the -

- form of some ornaments the stringing thongs of which had disappeared. One skeleton ©
was accompsanied by several hundred neatly made flat bone beads, somewhat irregular in ?
size and shape, and showing evidence of having been ground into form, apparently on
some rough stone. Bone awls or borers of varioussizés were abundant. Two pieces of

_ fine-grained argentiferous galena were also found. These, if placed together by their flat -

g edges, form a pear-shaped thick disc, with rounded-outer edges. Each part is bored for v "
suspension or attachment. Some at least of the bodies had been surrounded with bark,
or the graves may have been lined with bark before the bodies were placed in them.

Charcoal and ashes were in such association with the remains as to show that the bodies
had either been partially burnt or that fires had- been built above them after shallow

burial—probably the latter, as none of the bones or obJects buried with the bodies were ~
themselves observed to show signs of fire. o f [

-
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I am unable to give any detailed account of the barial customs of the Shuswap
_ people, but the following notes bearing on these were made in September, 1877, when I
was camped near the mouth of the Coldwater, in the Nicola valley. A considerable
gathering of Indians from different parts of the country was then occurring at this place.
Two separate camps were formed, and when all had collected a sort of ceremonial reburial
of the dead was to occur. The preliminary ceremonfes in progress appeared to consist of ’
dances, the women, dressed in thejr best, dancing, while the men sang, and men dancing
in imitation of animals, such as the rabbit and the coyote. - Singing apd drumming aceom-
panied all the dances, and I was informed that there was eventually:to be a “ pptlatch ” |
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-or distribution of property, but was unable to ascertain the precise nature or order of the
- proceedings. One man was seen to arrive with the bones of a brother wrapped in a cloth

and tied behind his saddle. The remains had in this case been brought from Vermilion
Forks, on the Similkameen, where the man died about a year before, and were thus being
returned to his own country, where the-feast was in progress.
The Tshilkotin Indians, the nearest Tinneh tribe to the northward of the Shuswaps,
are said to have frequently, though not invariably, burnt the bodies of the dead on a pile
, and when death occurred far from the home of the individual the ashes were
carefully collected and carried back for ultimate/interment.

"~ The dead were never under any circumstances burnt by the Shoo-wha’-pa-mooh, with
whom Bodies were buried in a sitting posture, wrapped in deer skins. The notes already
given reppecting the graves near Lillooet, go to show that if bodies were not burnt by the
Sta’-tlum-ooh, the building of a fire on the grave was at least occasionally a portion of the
mo rite. .

e following notes respecting other customs of the Shuswaps are very incomplete,
but already most of the usages referred to have either disappeared or ha.ve become much

‘modified :—

Mr. J. W. Mackay informs me that he has discovered that, in primitive tlmes, in
the.case of a man dying and leaving behind him a widow or widows, his brother next in
seniority took the widow to wife. The right of a man to the widow of his deceased

_brother was consxdered a8 incontestable as that to his own wife or wives, and the women

had egnally a claim to receive from him the duty of a husband, which if not accorded
rendered the man desplieable in the eyes of his tribe, and absolved the widow or widows
from their duty to him.

The proper name of a man is changed from time to time during his life, the new
name assumed being that of some dead kinsman. .No strict rule obtains now as to the
name taken, whatever may have been the usage formerly. Thus a man may at will adopt
the name of a dead elder brother, or that of his father if dead. No ceremonial feast
occurs on this occasion, but merely a gathering of the people at the instance of the chief,
when the new name is announced. |

~ Young men on reaching manhood were accustomed to separate themselves and go
away alone into some solitary part of the cduntry, where they would sometimes remain
for three or four months. They might hunt or trap, but must avoid contact with other

- people and keep away from habitations. Occasionally s young man thus engaged would

clear a course in the woods or arrange bars for running or for jumping, and thus endeavour
to increase his strength and endurance. They also meditated and dreamed dreams till each
discovered his particular gnardla.n spirit.

~ Young women, at the time of reaching maturity, and thereafter at recurrent periods,
are accustomed to wander forth alone after dark, for considerable distances, breaking
small branches from the trees as they go and scattering them about or suspending them
upon the limbs of other trees. Young fir-trees a few feet in height are thus often split
and torn apart for several feet, or the branches or growing tops tied in knots. This cus-

-tom still prevails and the tokens of it may often be observed near Indian camps. No
vexplanatlon of its meaning can be oﬁ'ered
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~

Lfind, as the result of special enquiry on the subject, that all the Shuswaps formerly
had hereditary hunting grounds, each family hav'ing its own peculiar hunting place or
places. This custom is still preserved among the Indians of the Nicola region, and
tormerly obtained among the Kamloops people also, thongh it is there now practically
obsolete. '

An Indian who invites another to go hunting with him, gives to his friend the first
deer, if several are killed. If but one is killed it is divided, but the skin belongs to the
friend in any case. 'If a man is hunting beyond the border of the recognized territory of
his people, and one of the men holding claims to the region upon which he has thus tres-
passed hears him shoot, the owner of the locality heads for the place, and on arriving
there expects to be feasted on the game obtained by the hunter.

Various more or less obvious devices are resorted to for the purpose of conveying
information by signs. A rag of clothing, particularly a small piece or pieces of coloured
or other easily recognizable material from a woman’s dress, left in a forked twig, indicates
‘that a person or party of persons has passed. If the stick stands upright, it means that
the hour was noon, if inclined it may either point to the direction of the sun at the time
or show the direction in which the person or party went. If it is desired to show both,a
larger stick points to the position of the sun, a smaller to that of the route followed. If
those for whose information the signs are left are likely to arrive after an interval of sev-
eral days, a handful of fresh grass or a leafy branch may be left, from the condition of
which an estimate of the time whick has elapsed can be formed. Such signs are usually
placed near the site of the camp-fire. Simple devices of this kind are, of course, by no
means peculiar to the Shuswaps. :

' I am unable to confirm Dr. Boas’ statements respecting the use of a sign language.
. supra cit. p. 87.) Signs are employed ‘as an adjunct to speech, but, so far as I have
served, not more commonly or systematically than is usaal with any other Indians.
The “ potlatch ” or donation feast, which is everywhere among the tribes of the lit-
1 of British Columbia most important, does not seem to have occupied a prominent
among the customs of the Shuswaps. Traces of it are nevertheless found in con-
nfction with feasts for the dead, marriaée feasts, etc.
Very considerable changes have occurred among the Shuswaps since the introduction
of the horse among them. This, according to notes given on a later page, appears to have
appened very early in the present century. The horse has now become the most valued
roperty of the natives, and the possession of many and good horses the most important
lement of wealth and social prominence. Though the knowledge of horses is thus com-
aratively recent, it is often only after comsideration and reflection that the present
ndians will admit that at a former time they were without horses. ¢
j In addition to the ordinary and always rough dug-out canoe, made from the cotton-
wood; and employed occasionally on certain lakes or for the crossing of rivers, the Shus-
£ waps in eastern part of their territory in British Columbia, made small dénd shapely
i canoes from the bark of the western white pine (Pinus monticola). These may still occa-

i slonally ‘be seen on Shuswap Lake and in the vicinity of the Columbia. The inner side of .
i the bark, stripped from the tree in one piece, becomes the onter side of the canoe, which is
j fashioned with two sharp projecting spur-like ends, strengthened by wooden ribs and

thwarts internally ; the whole is lashed and sewn with roots, and knot-holes and fis-
S ; ,

»
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sures are stopped with resin. The canoes thus made are very swift, and for their size,
when properly ballasted, remarkably seaworthy. (Fig. 4.)

R

Fia. 4.
r

The salmon, in its various species, is one of the principal sources of food supply for
all the tribes living along the Fraser and Thompson and their tributaries. Dried salmon
forms a considerable part of the provision made for winter, and before attempts at agri-
culture were begun constituted the sole winter staple. The right to occupy certain.
salmon-fishing places, with the annual visit to these of the more remote families and the
congregation of large numbers of Indians at specially favourable places, largely influenced
| the life and customs of the Shuswaps. In the same way, the most important news which
i could be conveyed from place to place, if not that of some warlike incursion, was that of
the arrival of the salmon or the success or otherwise of the fishery.

Besides the salmon ascending from the sea, a small land-locked salmon (Oncorhynchus

~ - nerka var. Kennerlyi), common in the large lakes, is extensively taken in iraps and weirs,
‘ when ascending streams to spawn, in September. The lake-trout and brook-trout are
q? ' also made the objects of special fisheries in certain localities, and the white-fish is taken in
some lakes in which it abounds. Many methods.of catching the salmon and other kinds

| of fish are practised. ¢ :

On the large and rapid rivers, including sall that part of the Fraser which runs
through the country of the Shuswaps, withhmuch of the Thompson, the salmon is usually
|- taken in a bag-net fixed to the end of a long pole. (Fig. 5.) This is manipulated by a

o ‘man who stands on a projecting stage above some favourable eddy or other suitable and
1 : always well known spot, which is thus occupied every year at the appropriate season.
4 This is the same mode of fishing which is pragtised by the Indians who occupy the banks
i : " of the Fraser below the Shuswap territory. In tranquil reaches of the South Thompson
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18 GEORGE M. DAWSON ON THE

and in some other places, such as the entrances to various lakes, salmon and other fish are
speared by torchlight, the usual three-pointed and barbed fish-spear being employed. .
On the smaller rivers and streams, weirs and traps of various kinds are in use. One
of the common forms, named #sil-min’ by the Shoo-whi'-pa-mooh, is illustrated in the
accompanying sketch, (Fig. 6) which is from a photograph taken on the Nicola River in
1889. 1t is, of course, essential that a weir of this kind should run completely across the
river. In attempting to leap over the obstruction the salmon fall into the basket-like
arrangement on the upper side. The framework of the structure is lashed together with

- bark, and the weir itself is formed of willow or other suitable sticks.

Another form of trap, noted on the Barriére River, consists of two weirs or fences,
each of which stretched completely across the stream. Both fences in this case sloped
back up stream. The lower one was formed of upright parallel: sticks, duly supported,
and was provided with inlets below, consisting of converging sticks, which enabled the
salmon going up stream to push through, but prevented their return. The upper fence
or weir consisted of horizontal poles and withes closely wattled in and supported by
stakes. Between the two weirs the salmon remained till from time to time removed by
the owner with a fish-spear of the usual type. (Fig. 7.)

Fre. 7.

“

For catching trout Mhr streams, the Shuswaps also employ .a cylindrical fish-

~ trap composed of split pine sticks (P. Murrayana) lashed together, and having an entrance

at one end formed of convergent pointed sticks. One or more of these are fixed in a suit-
ably constructed weir. This trap is identical with that employed by the Tinneh to the
north. It is named Pip'ub by the Shoo-whi'-pa-mooh, and is generally employed it
catching trout which are running up to spawn. :
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Another simple but effective trap, used for fish when descending‘ the small streams,
or running out of the smaller lakes, is shewn by the annexed diagram. (Fig. 8) The two
trough-shaped parts of which this consists are formed of willow sticks tied to bent cross-
pieces of the same or other suitable wood. The convergent down-stream end of the lower
trough, is simply arranged by tying together the leafy extremities of the branches of g G
which it is composed. The upper entrance to the trap is partly concealed by overhanging i &
leafy boughs. The owner sits at.no great distance, so that the fish may be removed
whenever they enter the lower trough and before they have time to escape by leaping : B
or otherwise. The Shoo-whi'-pa-mooh name of this trap is mook’. (Fig. 8.)

T SN

The Thompson Indians say that fire was originally obtained by them by friction, a
wooden drill being turned between the palms of the hands for this purpose. The point
of the drill was pressed against a second piece of wood, the dry root of the poplar being
used for this purpose. When it was desired to carry fire for some distance, dry cedar bark
was made up into rolls (described as being four or five feet long), which gradaally
smouldered away, lasting for a long time. Where cedar-trees did not grow near the vil-
lages the bark was sought for in the neighbouring mountains.

Bows were formerly made chiefly of the wood of the juniper (Juniperus occidentalis),
named poontip. - They were also sometimes made of yew (Tazus brevifolia), named skin'-ik,
though this tree is scarcely to be found in the Shuswap country. It is reported, however,
to grow far up the North Thompson valley. The bow was often covered on its outer sur-
face with the skin of & rattle-snake, which was glued on in the same manner which was
customary among some tribes of the Great Plains. Arrows were made of the wood of the
service-berry. Arrow-heads and spear-heads were made of various kinds of stone, always
chipped. The materials are mentioned later in connection with the tradition of the
origin of the arrow-stone proper.

There are within the country of the Shuswaps three notable and well-known local-
‘ities from which red . ochre for paint was derived. One of these, named Skwi'-kil-ow, is g4
situated on the east side of Adams Lake, five miles from the Jower end of the lake. :
Another, named Tsul-a-mem, or “red paint,” is the remarkable red bluff from which the
Vermilion Forks of the Similkameen River is named, the name of the north branch, Tula-
meen, 1epresenting the Indian word just quoted. This bluff is about three milesabove the
Forks.! The third locahty is on the Bonaparte, not far above the mouth of Hat Creek.

, This has not heen precisely identified nor was its name ascertained.

—
1 For description dee ‘ Report of Progress Geol Surv. Can. 1877-78,’ p. 130 5.
Sec. IT, 1891. 3.
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The paint-produacing locality on Adams Lake is still widel} known among the Indians,
and is said to have been resorted to from time immemorial. There is here near the beach
a shallow cave, which has evidently been somewhat enlarged if not altogether formed by
digging for ochre. It is hollowed along the strike of some soft pyritous schists, kept damp
by springs. and in which the decomposition of the pyrites producés an abundance of yel-
low ochre. This is collected and burnt, when it assumes a bright red colour. A black
shining mineral was also used in old times to paint the face. This was either micaceous,
iron or graphite, probably the former. My informant did not know whence it was
obtained, but sevefal places from which either mineral could be got are now known.

In former times the bark of Pinus ponderosa was much in repute as fuel when the
Indians were upon warlike expeditions. A fire made of this bark goes out quickly and
does not afterwards smoulder, and it is difficult to tell by an inspection of the embers
how long ago the fire was made.

. Baskets are made of the tough roots of the spruce cut into strips, with which the
split stems of grass are worked in by way of ornament. The latter are often"dyed with
black orred colours. The commonest form is that shown.in figure 9. Itis usually carried

_upon the back, by women, and is employed for many purposes.

Fia. 9. :

In a paper on the occurrence of jade or nephrite in British Columbia and its employ-
ment by the natives,' I have referred to the fact that implements, chiefly adzes, of this
material are not only abundamt on the littoral of the province, but are also found in con-
nection with Indian graves, etc., along the lower portions of the Fraser and Thompson

_ Rivers within the territory of the inland Salish people. It was also noted that small

partly worked boulders of jade had been found on the Fraser and Thompson At a later
date I was enabled to announce the discovery of rolled pieces of jade in the gravels of
the Lewes, a tributary of the Yukon River,” and in 1888 similar unworked fragments and
rounded boulders of jade were found by Dr. B. J. Han'ing\)!n and myself, about the site of

the old Indian village at Lytton which is alluded to on a\former page. A description of

these, with analyses, has been given by Dr. Harrington.’ ' It may now be considered as
certain, that the jade employed by the natives in the southern part of the interior of British
: . 4

? ¢ Canadian Record of Ecience,’ 1887.
* ¢ Annual Report Geol. Surv. Can. 1887-88,’ p. 38 B.
* ¢Trans, Royal Soc. Can.,’ vol. viii, Sect. ITI, p. 61.
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Columbia, was obtained by them in the form of rounded masses from the gravel banks
and bars of the Frager and Thompson. Thence it. was doubtless carfied in trade as far at

least as the territory of the Shuswap people extended, though always most abundant in-

the vicinity of the rivers of its origin.

Good specimens of jade adzes have been found
at Little Shuswap Lake and at Kamloops.

In the paper above referred to, it was stated that the jade had been uut into flat pieces /

and these subsequently trimmed by sawing with a thong or thin piece of wood in con-

junction with sharp sand. Subsequent and more extended enquiry, however, shows that -

the Indians employed for this purpose ¢rystals of (fuartz, or fragments of such crystals.
This depends on the statements of living Indians, but is borne out by the occurrence of
such crystals with worn gdges in association with cat frigments of jade at Lytton.

The pestle-shaped hammer so common:along the coast, is found also all along the Fraser
and Thompson rivers within the country of the Shuswaps.® A specimen of the same
form has been presented to the museum of the Geological Survey by Mr. D. A. Stewart,
C.E., which was obtained on that part of the Kootanie River between the lake of the same
name and the Columbia. This carries the pestle shaped hammer to the extreme eastern
limit of the Shuswap people.

1 am not aware that any specimens of the}ﬁro‘e stone mortars of the coast, have ever
been in the possession of the Shuswaps or have been found in their country.

' S .
The measures of length employed by the Shuswap Indians are as follows :—

Ko-poop, the fathom. Extremities of the arms extended. ’ T

Kit-si-talis, the half fathom. Extremity of the arm to the breast.,

Mu'-sukst, four fingers, i.e., the width across ﬁhe knuckles when the hand grasps a
stick or other similar object. :

En-ki-teh-skwaht, the foot-length. Measured on xhe ground by placing the heel of one
foot to the toe of the other.

Skw-tows’, the half foot. Measured with closed hand, thumb extended, froin the

knuckle of the fourth finger to the extremity of the thumb.

, the span. Measured with.the hand pressed out, front downward, from the

end of the long finger to that of the thumb. The hand is so placed that the
thumb and long finger are nearly in line:::

PraNTs USED AS FooD OR FOR b‘frﬁpa PUrPOSES.
- 3o

Several native roots still constitute notable items in*the food of the Shuswaps, though
their importance in this respect has much decreased~sice flour and other farinaceous
foods have become common, and particularly since tﬁe ‘cultivation of the potato has
become customary among the Indians. Roots are alwayl dug and cooked or cared by the
women. In digging the roots a pointed stick about fotu' -feet in length with a cruich-
shaped handle, is nsed. .

The native root chiefly sought for and most largely émployed is that of the lily'(L.
Columbianum), named ¢@k-tshin’ in both Shoo-wha'-pa-mooh “and N-tla-kd-pe-mooh. This
often weighs several ounces, and the places in which it ﬁbdﬁnds are well known and
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